FURTHER READING

Holy Scripture
Luke 1-2
John 2:1-11
John 19:25-27
Acts 1:14

Catechism of the Catholic Church
§8§484-507 (The Annunciation)
§§963-975 (Mary, Mother of Christ and
Mother of the Church)

Further Study
Mary: Grace and Hope in Christ
(Anglican-Roman Catholic International

Commission, 2005)

PARISH PRIEST

The Rev’d Canon Fr Stuart King SSC
The Vicarage, 99 Church Road,
Ashford, TW15 2NY

@: 01784 252459
AD: fr_stuart@smam.org.uk

PARISH OFFICE

The Parish Office
The Vicarage
Church Road, Ashford, TW15 2NY
@: 01784 259093
AN: office@smam.org.uk
(P : www.smam.org.uk

CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS:
hall@smam.org.uk

You can also find St Mary’s
and St Matthew’s on Facebook.
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My soul magnifies the Lord,

And my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour

Luke 1: 47, NRSV
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WHY IS MARY IMPORTANT?

Mary is honoured because of her unique
place in the mystery of the Incarnation.
When the angel Gabriel announced that
she was to bear the Son of God, Mary
answered:

“Here am [, the servant of the Lord; let it
be with me according to your word”

(Luke 1:38).

In that consent — her fiat — she freely
cooperated in God’s saving purpose. The
eternal Son took flesh in her womb.
Through her obedience, the Word was

made flesh and dwelt among us (John

1:14).

Mary is therefore rightly called Theotokos
— God-bearer — for the one she bore is
truly God and truly man.

THE FIRST DISCIPLE

Mary’s greatness does not lie only in
physical motherhood, but in faith.
Before the shepherds came, before the
disciples followed, Mary believed. She
trusted God’s promise and accepted what
she did not fully understand.

In this she is the first disciple — hearing
the word of God and keeping it (Luke
11:28).

Her faith was not free from suffering.
She endured misunderstanding, exile,
and the sorrow of standing by the Cross
(John 19:25). Her discipleship was

marked by obedience and perseverance.

THE MAGNIFICAT

Mary’s song, the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-
55), reveals her understanding of God’s
work.

- anima mea
- PDominum -

She proclaims that God:

« casts down the proud,

o lifts up the lowly,

« fills the hungry with good things.
In her, the promises made to Israel begin
to be fulfilled. Her praise places her

within the long story of God’s covenant
mercy.

MOTHER OF THE CHURCH

After the Ascension,
Mary is found among the
disciples, “constantly
devoting themselves to
prayer” (Acts 1:14). She
stands at the beginning of
the Church as she stood
at the beginning of
Christ’s earthly life.

Because she gave flesh to the Head of the
Body, she is honoured as Mother of the
Church — not as source of grace, but as
the one through whom the Saviour came.

HONOUR AND DEVOTION

Christians honour Mary because God
honoured her.

We do not worship her — worship
belongs to God alone — but we call her

blessed, as she herself foretold (Luke
1:48).

In contemplating Mary, we see what the
grace of God can accomplish in a human
life wholly open to his will.

Her “yes” remains a pattern for the
Church: trustful obedience to God’s
word, even when the future is unknown.



