The Kingdom shapes the life of the
Church and transforms the conduct of
the believer.

THE GOAL OF CREATION

Christians believe that the Kingdom is

the goal toward which all creation moves.

It is the fulfilment of God’s promise —
the restoration of communion between

God and humanity.

Although we do not yet see its fullness,
our life within it begins now. In prayer,
in worship and in works of charity, we

participate in the reign of God.

The Kingdom is not escape from the
world, but its renewal.

FURTHER READING

Holy Scripture
Matthew 5-7
Matthew 13
Matthew 25:31-46
Mark 1:14-15
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“The time is fulfilled,

and the kingdom of God has come near;

»

repent and believe in the gospel

Mark 1:15
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THE HEART OF JESUS’ PROCLAMATION
The Kingdom of God stands at the

centre of Jesus’ preaching.

From the beginning of his ministry, he
announced that God’s reign was drawing
near. The Kingdom is not a territory, nor
a political programme, but the sovereign
rule of God made present in Christ.

In Jesus, God’s saving purpose enters
human history.

NOT OF THIS WORLD

Many in first-century Israel expected the
Messiah to establish a political kingdom
and overthrow foreign rule. Jesus did not
deny that God’s reign would bring justice
and freedom — but he revealed that its
source and character were different.

“My kingdom is not of this world” (John
18:36).

The Kingdom does not arise from
human power or violence. It comes
through obedience, humility and the
Cross.

REVEALED IN PARABLES

Jesus rarely defined the Kingdom
directly. Instead, he spoke in parables.

“The kingdom of heaven is like...”
(Matthew 13).

A mustard seed.
Leaven hidden
in flour.

A pearl of great
price.

A treasure
hidden in a
field.

These images teach that:

o The Kingdom begins small yet
grows beyond expectation.

« It works quietly and transforms
from within.

« It demands decisive response.

« It is worth surrendering everything
to obtain.

The values of the Kingdom overturn
ordinary measures of success.

PRESENT AND YET TO COME
The Kingdom is both present and future.

[t is present wherever Christ is
acknowledged as Lord, wherever sin is
forgiven, wherever the poor are lifted up
and mercy triumphs over judgement.

Yet it is not fully realised. Christians
await the day when God’s will shall be
done “on earth as it is in heaven”

(Matthew 6:10).

The Kingdom has begun, but it awaits its
fulfilment.

CITIZENS OF THE KINGDOM

Those who belong to Christ are citizens

of his Kingdom.
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Citizenship is not a
matter of status but of
obedience. Jesus teaches
that entry into the
Kingdom belongs to the
poor in spirit, the
merciful, the pure in
heart, and those who
hunger for righteousness (Matthew 5).

In Matthew 25, he identifies himself with
the hungry, the stranger and the
imprisoned. To serve them is to serve the
King.



