Sharing the Divine Life

Through Christ, and by the Holy Spirit,
we are drawn into the life of the Father.
The purpose of salvation is not merely
forgiveness, but participation in God’s
own life.

To confess the Trinity is to confess that
the heart of reality is not power, nor
isolation, but self-giving love.

FURTHER READING

Holy Scripture
Matthew 3:13-17
Matthew 28:18-20
John 14-16

2 Corinthians 13:14

Catechism of the Catholic Church
§§232-267
The Mystery of the Most Holy Trinity

PARISH PRIEST

The Rev’d Canon Fr Stuart King SSC
The Vicarage, 99 Church Road,
Ashford, TW15 2NY

@: 01784 252459
AD: fr_stuart@smam.org.uk

PARISH OFFICE

The Parish Office
The Vicarage
Church Road, Ashford, TW15 2NY
@: 01784 259093
AN: office@smam.org.uk

(P : www.smam.org.uk

CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS:
hall@smam.org.uk

You can also find St Mary’s
n and St Matthew’s on Facebook.

St Mary’s and St Matthew’s are part of the See of Fulham
in the Diocese of London.
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“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the fellowship of the

Holy Spirit be with us all.”
2 Corinthians 13:14
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ONE GOD

Christians believe in one God.

God is not divided into parts, nor are
there three gods. The Christian faith is
uncompromisingly monotheistic.

Yet this one God has revealed himself as
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

This mystery lies at the heart of Christian
faith and worship.

FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT
The Church confesses
that the Father is God,
the Son is God, and
the Holy Spirit is God
— and yet there is only
one God.

The Father is
unbegotten.

The Son is eternally
begotten of the Father.

The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father
(and, in the Western tradition, from the

Son).

These are not three modes of
appearance, nor three roles played by one
person. They are three distinct Persons
who share one divine nature.

The doctrine of the Trinity safeguards
two essential truths:

o God is one.
« Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit
are truly divine.

REVEALED IN CHRIST

The mystery of the Trinity is not a
philosophical invention. It is revealed in
the life of Jesus.

At his baptism, the Son stands in the
waters, the Spirit descends like a dove,
and the Father’s voice declares, “This is

my Son, the Beloved” (Matthew 3:17).

In sending the Son into the world, and
in pouring out the Spirit upon the
Church, the Father makes known the
inner life of God.

The Trinity is therefore not speculation
about God, but the reality disclosed in

salvation history.

GOD 1S LOVE
“God is love” (1 John 4:8).

Love requires relationship. Within the
unity of the one God there exists eternal
communion — a perfect exchange of love
between Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Creation and redemption flow from this
divine life. God does not create because

he lacks anything, but because his love
overflows.

THE TRINITY IN WORSHIP
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Belief in the Trinity is woven into every
aspect of Christian prayer.

We are baptised in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

The Eucharistic prayer is addressed to the
Father, through the Son, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit.

Blessings are given in the name of the

Trinity.

Christian life is lived within this
communion of divine love.



