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1 Corinthians 15

Catechism of the Catholic Church
§8§422-682 (The Profession of Faith in
Jesus Christ)

“Christ emptied himself,
taking the form of a servant...
Therefore God also highly exalted him.”
Philippians 2:7-11
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THE QUESTION AT THE HEART OF
CHRISTIANITY

Christianity is not first a system of ideas
or a moral programme. It begins with a
person.

The central question of the Christian
faith is the one Jesus himself asked:
“Who do you say that I am?” (Matthew
16:15).

Everything else depends upon the
answer.

JESUS OF NAZARETH

Jesus lived in first-century Palestine under
Roman rule. He was born into the faith
of Israel and was formed by the
Scriptures, worship and hope of the
Jewish people.

He preached the coming of the Kingdom
of God — God’s reign of justice, mercy
and truth. He healed the sick, forgave
sins, welcomed the outcast and called
people to repentance.

His words and actions revealed an
authority unlike any other. He did not
merely speak about God; he spoke and
acted in God’s name.

TRULY HUMAN

The Church teaches that Jesus is fully
human.

He experienced hunger, fatigue, joy,
sorrow and suffering. He learned, worked
and prayed. He lived a real human life
and died a real human death.

His execution by crucifixion was public,
shameful and brutal — the punishment
reserved for criminals and rebels.

TRULY DIVINE

Yet from the beginning, his followers
understood that Jesus was more than a
prophet or teacher.

In him, they encountered God himself.
The New Testament proclaims that in
Jesus, “the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us” (John 1:14). He is not simply
sent by God; he is God the Son, eternally
begotten of the Father.

The Church confesses that Jesus Christ
is:

« truly God

« truly man

e One person in two natures

This mystery stands at the centre of
Christian faith.

THE RESURRECTION
On the third day after his death, the

tomb was found empty.

Jesus appeared to his disciples — not as a
ghost, nor as one merely resuscitated, but
risen in a new and transformed life.

The Resurrection is not an optional
belief or poetic symbol. It is the
foundation of Christian hope. If Christ
is not raised, our faith is in vain (1

Corinthians 15:14).

Through his death and Resurrection,
Jesus conquered sin and death and
opened the way to eternal life.

SAVIOUR AND LORD

The title “Christ” means “Anointed
One”. Christians came to see that Jesus
fulfils Israel’s hope for the Messiah — but
in a way greater than expected.

He is Saviour, because through his Cross
he reconciles humanity to God.

He is Lord, because he shares the divine
authority and glory of the Father.

At the name of Jesus every knee shall
bend (Philippians 2:10).



