
The most compelling witness to Christ is 
an ordinary life steadily shaped by grace. 

 

Witness in daily life 

 

Catholic evangelism is rarely dramatic. It 
is patient, faithful, and embodied. 

 

Christ is made known through the 
integrity of Christian lives — through love 
of neighbour, concern for justice, 
generosity, and quiet joy. In this way the 
Church participates in the mission of 
God, not by self-assertion, but by 
holiness. 

 

Evangelism is not an activity added to the 
Christian life. 
It is the overflow of life in Christ. 

 
 

FURTHER READING 

 

Holy Scripture 
Matthew 28:16–20 
Luke 24:13–35 
Acts 2:37–47 
1 Peter 3:15 

 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 
§§849–856 (The Church’s Missionary 
Mandate) 
§§1427–1433 (Conversion) 
§§1213–1284 (Baptism) 
§§1322–1327 (The Eucharist) 

 
 

 

PARISH PRIEST 
 

The Rev’d Canon Fr Stuart King SSC 
The Vicarage, 99 Church Road, 

Ashford, TW15 2NY          
         

: 01784 252459    
:  fr_stuart@smam.org.uk 

 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

The Parish Office 
The Vicarage 

Church Road, Ashford, TW15 2NY 
: 01784 259093   

 :  office@smam.org.uk 

 : www.smam.org.uk 
 
 

CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS: 
hall@smam.org.uk 

                                     
 

You can also find St Mary’s 
and St Matthew’s on Facebook.  
 

 
 

St Mary’s and St Matthew’s are part of the See of Fulham  
in the Diocese of London. 

 
 
 

 
 

The Christian Life 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 ‘ 

‘Dear Lord, let me preach thee without preaching, not 
by words but by my example, by the catching force, the 

sympathetic influence of what I do, the evident 
fullness of the love my heart bears to thee. Amen. 

Adapted by Mother Teresa of Calcutta from a prayer 
by John Henry Newman. 

 
 
 

Catholic Evangelism 
 

mailto:office@smam.org.uk
http://www.smam.org.uk/


THE MISSION OF GOD 

 

Mission begins not with the Church, but 
with God. 

 

The Father sends the Son into the world; 
the Son sends the Spirit; and the Spirit 
sends the Church. Evangelism is 
therefore not a strategy we invent, but a 
participation in the mission of the 
Triune God. 

 

God’s desire is that all should be drawn 
into communion with him. The Church 
exists to share in that saving purpose. 

 
 

EVANGELISM WITHIN THE LIFE OF THE 

CHURCH 

 

Evangelism is that 
dimension of 
mission in which 
men and women 

are invited to become disciples of Jesus 
Christ and members of his Body. 

 

It is not persuasion, nor argument alone. 
It is proclamation — the joyful 
announcement that in Christ sin is 
forgiven, death is defeated, and new life 
is given. 

 

This proclamation is inseparable from 
the Church’s worship. In the liturgy the 
Gospel is not only spoken but enacted. 

The beauty of holiness, the reverence of 
prayer, the charity of community — these 
are themselves evangelistic. 

 
 

THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS 

 

Catholic evangelism trusts in the 
converting power of grace. 

 

People are often drawn not first by 
explanation, but by encounter: with 
prayer that is real, with worship that is 
faithful, with lives shaped by charity and 
humility. The holiness of the Church, 
though imperfectly lived, reflects the 
holiness of Christ. 

 

The Gospel becomes visible in the way 
Christians forgive, serve, and persevere in 
hope. 

 
 

ACCOMPANIMENT AND CONVERSION 

 

Conversion is a mystery of grace. 

 

No one can engineer it. The Church’s 
task is to accompany — to walk with those 
who are seeking, questioning, or 
uncertain. As on the road to Emmaus, 
Christ meets people where they are and 
leads them gradually into understanding 
(Luke 24:13–35). 

 

For some, the journey begins through 
friendship or pastoral care. For others, 

through liturgy at Christmas or All Souls, 
through a baptism, a wedding, or a 
funeral. The Spirit uses ordinary 
encounters as doors into deeper faith. 

 

Belonging often precedes believing. 

 
 

INITIATION INTO CHRIST 

 

To become a disciple is 
to enter sacramentally 
into the life of Christ. 

 

Baptism incorporates 
us into his death and 
Resurrection. 
Confirmation strengthens us in the Holy 
Spirit. The Eucharist nourishes us as 
members of his Body. The Sacrament of 
Reconciliation restores us when we fall. 

 

Evangelism therefore leads not merely to 
personal conviction, but to participation 
in the sacramental life of the Church. 

 
 

GROWING AS DISCIPLES 

 

Evangelism does not end at conversion. 

 

The Christian life requires formation — 
in prayer, in doctrine, in charity, and in 
service. The Church provides teaching, 
spiritual guidance, and opportunities for 
ministry so that faith may mature. 

 
 


