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“Sharing the love of Christ and walking together
with all who seek Him, in faith and hope.”

[SSUE 316 THE FEAST OF SAINTS 27 SEPTEMBER 2026
MICHAEL, GABRIEL,

RAPHAEL AND ALL ANGELS

0
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Michael and his
angels fought
against the dragon.

Yy Revelation 12:7 £

PRAYERS AND READINGS AT MASS - Click here

for use with Spiritual Communion for use on a Sunday

DOWNLOAD THE SPIRITUAL COMMUNION SERVICE BOOKLET

Use the booklet with these prayers and readings.
Print and retain it for weekly use, then follow the readings provided above.

Let all who come be received as Christ

The Parish Office « 99 Church Road « Ashford TW15 2NY = 01784 259093

office @smam.org.uk * www.smam.org.uk * Registered Charity 1203323


https://www.universalis.com/20260929/mass.htm
https://smam.org.uk/documents/Spiritual%20Communion%20on%20a%20Sunday.pdf
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Notices
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A New Autumn
Fundraising Programme

ave
o > >‘.;o L <o —

Y ‘ N ’ e have refreshed our fundraising programme for the coming months, with a new Film Night &

Buffet in September and the return of our popular Beetle Drive & Supper in November, alongside
our Harvest Festival Meal and Christmas Tree Festival.

These events are an important part of our parish life. They give us opportunities to come together,
enjoy good food and good company, welcome friends and neighbours, and have some fun. They also
help us raise the money needed to meet rising running costs caused by inflation and to carry out
essential repairs and maintenance to our church buildings.

N Every ticket purchased, every friend invited and every event supported makes a real difference.
BV Please put the dates in your diary, bring family and friends, and help us make each occasion a success.

g ~\‘// By enjoying an evening together, you will also be helping to preserve and care for our churches
i for worship, community activities and future generations.

Wednesday 16 September 2026

Saturday 3 October 2026

T K s — e —
Sandwiches, followed by Soup, roast pork
T | a traybake or ice cream. and apple pie.

e R T 5 o Adult e N o s £16
e e LlAE)6 ot B L Do £10

&y Txc!<et (? adults sl 2 children) : £4 ¢ Family Ticket (2 adults and 2 children) ............... £48

* Cwal iy Tickes (1 aukand vp 0 & cliien) ) 228 « Small Family Ticket (1 adult and up to 2 children) . £36

® Additional children ...........ueeseussisssiusmsininnness £5 each e ‘Additional'children ..o iiinieninnand £10 each/

\o AN

Wednesday 18 November 2026

| X e b December 2026
‘ Chicken curry followed *
by fruit salad. Come and enjoy a beautiful

display of decorated trees,

............................................ festive Cheer’ and
Under=16): /st a i vin i s

L]
L . . .
‘ e Family Ticket (2 adults and 2 children) seasonal inspiration.
°
°

Small Family Ticket (1 adult and up to 2 children) .. £18
Additional:children|=- s oo
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Soup, roast pork and apple pie. U Tomorrow’

——’—-

Family Ticket (2 adults and 2 children) ................... 2
Small Family Ticket (1 adult and up to 2 children) .... £36
Additlonnl hildmeit 0. ... i <vaiin civsingrinnsant £10 each

: 28

For details and tickets visit
| 2 www.smam.org.uk )& =50

Come together. Give thanks. gupport | C}mrchCS-
.' T

’;‘" “;n.\c\
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Sunday 29th November untll Sunday 13th December 2026 3=

: <2¢  You are warmly invited to help fill St Matthew’s Church ,3 : N\
g% with light, colour and Christmas joy for our 2026 Christmas Tree Festival. Y
P = o - ol
A Each tree helps create a beautiful :
l b\ ¢ From Sunday 29th November \‘ welcome for visitors and supports
to Sunday 13th December 2026, K the continuing work of the Parish
the church will be filled with decorated in the local community.

Christmas trees from local schools, shops,
businesses, charities, community groups,
% families and members of the congregation.

Our aim is to raise £2,500

s o Average winter gas and electricity cost
~a= over the last three years: approximately £7,438.

e N

Your tree does not need to be large ' A tree might reflect your organisation,
or elaborate — simple, creative, tell part of the Christmas story, celebrate
‘ traditional, prayerful, colourful your work, share a message of hope,
or fun all work beautifully. ) or simply add beauty and joy to the church. g

If you are unable to display a tree, you could
still support the Festival by sponsoring a tree,
donating a raffle prize, helping with refreshments
or stalls, or offering practical help before,

during or after the Festival.

Visitors will be able to enjoy the trees
throughout the Festival, and we hope

to offer refreshments, stalls, a Christmas
raffle and music during the fortnight.
=== 4-s =

4

v Application forms should be returned ( Thank you for helping us make this W

to the Parish Office by ai .
s joyful, welcoming and memorable
‘ Sunday 22nd November 2026. event for the whole community. ’

— o A N
Early replies are especially helpful as they allow "
y usto plan space, electric points and the layout Belinda Rayner-Tickner
A Cﬁ of the church. Parish Administrator on behalf of the Fundraising Committee
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CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
ST MATTHEW'S CHURCH

Sunday 29th November until Sunday 13th December 2026
APPLICATION AND SUPPORT FORM

Please return this form to the Parish Office by Sunday 22nd November 2026.
Email: office@smam.org.uk Tel: 01784 259093

Your details

Organisation / Name:
Tree Theme:

Contact Name:

Telephone Number:
Email Address:
How would you like to be involved?
O Display a tree [0 Help with refreshments or stalls
[ Donate a raffle prize O Offer practical help

[ Please contact me about another way to
support

Tree details, if displaying a tree
Tree Height: ft / cm Approx. Width: ft / cm

Electric point required? [0 YES [ NO May we acknowledge your tree/organisation in
Festival publicity? O YES O NO

Any notes / special requirements:

Information - please keep safe for reference

Festival dates: Sunday 29th November until Sunday 13th December 2026.

Trees should be assembled on Friday 27th November 2026, 09:00-16:00.

Trees should be removed on Monday 14th December 2026, 09:00-15:00.
Please label your tree clearly with your name/organisation and theme.

Please use lights that are safe and in good condition, but NO flashing lights.
Adaptor plugs are welcome, but please label them with your name and contact details.
For further information, please contact the Parish Office: 01784 259093 / office@smam.org.uk.
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Bishop Wand School Applications
Academic Years 2026-2027 and 2027-2028

Parents who are hoping to apply for a Foundation Place at Bishop Wand
School are asked to note the following arrangements.

Applications for the 2026-2027 Academic Year

If you are applying for a place for 2026-2027, please send your completed
form to the Parish Office for signature as soon as you receive it.

The Parish Office will then:

. print the relevant parish attendance record;

« pass the form and attendance record to the clergy for completion and
signature; and

. arrange for the completed paperwork to be returned to you.

Please do not leave this until close to the school’s deadline, as time is needed
for the parish records to be checked and the necessary signatures obtained.

Applications for the 2027-2028 Academic Year

If you intend to apply for a Foundation Place for 2027-2028, please contact
the Parish Office as soon as possible if you have not already completed the
parish registration form to let us know that you will be applying.

This enables us to keep the necessary attendance records accurately and to
make the application process as straightforward as possible when the time
comes.

A reminder about signing in and church attendance

All parents seeking a Foundation Place are reminded of the importance of
signing in accurately when attending church with their children. The parish
attendance record is used when the clergy are later asked to certify an
application.

|[Page 6
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We would also like to mention something sensitively. The clergy have not
themselves witnessed this, but we have received comments suggesting that, on
occasion, some parents may be signing in and then leaving before the service
begins or is completed.

We very much hope that this is simply a misunderstanding. However, it is
worth explaining why regular church attendance forms part of the Foundation
Place arrangements.

Foundation places exist not simply as an additional route into a successful
school, but to help Bishop Wand maintain its distinctive Christian character
and ethos. That Christian identity is part of what shapes the life, values and
community of the school and, ultimately, contributes to the education families
value so highly.

For that reason, attendance is intended to mean genuine participation in the
worshipping life of the Church, particularly for the children themselves. If
families were simply to sign in without taking part in worship, it would risk
undermining the very Christian distinctiveness that Foundation Places are
intended to preserve — and therefore, unintentionally, the very thing many

parents value and are seeking for their children.

We are grateful to the great majority of families who participate faithfully and
wholeheartedly in parish life, and we hope everyone will understand the spirit
in which this reminder is given.

For registration forms, application paperwork or any queries, please contact

the Parish Office.
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Prayer Bears

Could you help with Prayer Bears? g*7
593 By
We are hoping to begin Prayer Bears, a new service
for toddlers and their parents, grandparents, and carers,
probably on a Friday morning, alternating

between our two churches.

Kool Ao

This would be a gentle and welcoming time for
very young children, with a simple act of worship,
songs, stories, play, refreshments, and an opportunity
: for families to meet together.

L Before we can make deﬁmte plans, we
Volunteers need to know whether there are enough V\\ "o
Needed volunteers to help run it safely and well.

® Ideally, we would need at least four
volunteers available at each session.

e All volunteers would need to complete

What would / the appropriate safeguarding training
be re quire d? and have a DBS check.
3 ® Some volunteers would also need
Food Safety and Hygiene Level 2,

especially if helping with refreshments.

@ This is not a request for people to commit
every week at this stage. ‘,
® We are simply trying to see whether there [
is enough interest and support to make
Prayer Bears possible.

Please speak to Fr Stuart or any member of the
ministry team if you might be willing to help,
or would like to know more.

~—% Thank you. ¥—

|[Page 8
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What is Confirmation? <«
Confirmation is an important step in the Christian life. It is the
moment when those who have been baptised are invited to say for
themselves that they wish to follow Christ, to live as members of his
Church, and to receive the strengthening gift of the Holy Spirit.

<> Why does it matter? <
Many of us were baptised when we were too young to make those
promises for ourselves. In Confirmation, we take our place in the life
of the Church more fully, and the Bishop lays hands on us and prays
that the Holy Spmt will guide, strengthen, and encourage us in falth

J

Confirmation is not about having all the answers,
or being perfect. It is about wanting to grow in faith,

) Y
to learn more about God, and to take the next '

:

.

>4

step in following Jesus.

>\ Interested? «X

If you, or a member of your family, would like to explore Confirmation,
please speak to Fr Stuart.

~cto-
Preparation will be arranged according to the age and needs of those
interested, and there is no commitment at this stage — just an
opportunity to find out more.

O,\ >.

All enquiries welcome.

C \’ \ é\L'y// .J)\ R

=
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THE PARISH MAGAZINE CAN BE DOWNLOADED HERE

PRAYING TOGETHER

Sun 27th  26th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Christian unity
Mon  28th Cleaners

Tues  29th Ss. Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, Archangels
Wed  30th Poets

Thurs Ist  Israel, the land of our Lord

Fri 2nd  Single parent families

Sat 3rd  Addiction services

THE SICK: John Card, Anna Chacko, Jane Jenkins, Olivia Lyons, Ken Males,
Beth Thompson, John Thomson, Geraldine and baby Rory.

THE RECENTLY DEPARTED: Sharon Jenner.

IN LOVING MEMORY: Ming Fleming, Keith Grovenor,
Nigel Rampton, Joan Roberts, Jack Wallage, Nora Ward,
Gladys Wareham, Olive Webb, Harry Willerton and Jim Williams.

T/ Sy _i__ —

Your Support Makes a Ditference

A /4

As we come together in faith and celebration,
we are reminded of the vital work of our parish
community. Your generosity plays a crucial role
in ensuring that our church remains a place of
welcome, worship, and care for all. Every gift—
whether given through the QR code, the plate,
or the card reader at the back of the church—
helps sustain the ministries that nurture faith,
extend outreach, and offer hope to so many.
Thank you for being part of this sacred mission.

SN
Together, we are ensuring that God's love continues shining brightly
L\ for generations. y
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SERVICE TIMES

+Sun 09:30 Parish Mass St Matthew’s
11:00 Parish Mass St Mary’s
18:30 Evensong & Benediction | St Matthew’s
Mon-Fri 08:30 Lauds (Morning Prayer) Online
Tue 18:00 Evening Prayer & Holy Hour St Matthew’s
19:00 Low Mass | St Matthew’s
Wed 12:30 Low Mass St Mary’s
Thu 09:15 Low Mass St Matthew’s
Fri 1800 Evening Prayer & Holy Hour | St Mary’s
19:00 Low Mass | St Mary’s
Sat 09:00 The Holy Rosary Online

, > REGULAR EVENTS «
A Wednesday - Morning Café — 10:00-12:00 before Mass at St Mary’s

ﬁ) Thursday -  Coffee Morning — After 09:15 Mass at St Matthew’s

@ Bell Ringing - 19:00 at St Mary’s
:‘ﬂ Friday - Choir Practice — 20:00 at St Matthew’s

© PASTORAL CARE -«

If you or someone you know is unwell, at home, or in hospital, please inform a member
of the Ministry Team, so they can be visited and prayed for.

< PASTORAL OFFICES -«

For Baptism or Marriage, preliminary forms can be collected from the Parish Office
at advertised times. Baptisms — Usually held on the first Saturday or third Sunday
of the month. If you would like to have your child baptised, join us any Sunday for
the main Mass and meet the team!

Funerals — For guidance on preparing for your own or a loved one’s funeral,
please contact the Parish Office.

> SPECIAL SERVICES «

Feasts, Saints’ Days, Holy Days, and other special occasions take place throughout
the year. See notices in Church, the weekly news sheet, or the website for details.
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Sharing the love of Christ and walking together
with all who seek Him, in faith and hope.

¢ PARISH ]%}RECTORY 2%

/ : .
——  The Parish Office ——
The Vicarage, 99 Church Road, Ashford, Middlesex TW15 2NY

Qe 01784 259093 | X office@smam.org.uk | @ www.smam.org.uk

\

N

——— Parish Clergy ————
Parish Priest: Fr Stuart King SSC
The Vicarage, 99 Church Road, Ashford, TW15 2NY
B4 fr_stuart@smam.org.uk
Assistant Priest: Fr Josiah Abadoo
X fr_josiah@smam.org.uk
Hon. Assistant Priest: Fr Dionysius Antony
4 fr_dion@smam.org.uk

FN

Nre

Licensed Lay Ministers
Melanie Cooper & 01784 390461 B4 melanie@smam.org.uk
Alan Joel e 01784 244320 04 alan@smam.org.uk
Sarah Pain L 01784 259093 B4 sarah@smam.org.uk

N

N ®

——— Parish Lay Leadership ——
Church Wardens
Julie Bell, Melanie Cooper, Luis Elias, lan Spencer

M warden@smam.org.uk

N

N

Key Contacts

X

Tower Captain
Director of Music
Mothers’ Union

St Matthew’s Flowers
Church Hall Bookings

bells@smam.org.uk
music@smam.org.uk
MU@smam.org.uk
Sflowers@smam.org.uk
hall@smam.org.uk

X

X 3

X

XX

S

LS

in the Diocese of London.

@ St Mary’s and St Matthew’s are part of the See of Fulham

@,\ e ® O CCLI: 5557272

(C)S

:@S\

@

(OK
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